Notes for Queries by Editors
f o r  QUERIES 
The Folklore and Mythology Group a t  UCLA recently released t h e i r  l a t e s t  
booklet on t h e i r  in terdisc ipl inary M.A. Financial assistance w i l l  be a- 
vailable t o  students applying t o  t h i s  program, who can wr i te  to: the  
Chairman, Folklore and Mythology Group, Zunche Hall, UCLA, Los Angeles, 
California 90024 . 
The I.U. Folklore I n s t i t u t e  has i n i t i a t ed ,  under the  d i rec t ion  of War- 
ren Roberts, a photographic survey of the  material  cul ture  of  southern 
Indiana. Dr .  Roberts and h i s  ass i s tan t s ,  Rayna Green and Susan Samuel, 
see the focus of t h i s  project  a s  determining t he  everyday hab i t s  of the  
ear ly  s e t t l e r s  of the  region. I n  t h i s  regard, they a re  attempting t o  
locate ea r ly  c r a f t  a r t i f a c t s ,  tools ,  "from adzes t o  zaxes," and the  l i ke ,  
i n  order t o  photograph these f o r  reference. Interviews with persons 
s t i l l  engaged i n  t r ad i t i ona l  c r a f t s  w i l l  be conducted. Contact with po- 
t e n t i a l  informants has been chief ly  through the  loca l  newspapers and 
response has been gratifying. Over f i f t y  people have already contacted 
t he  researchers and work prweeds slovly. One of: Dr.  Robertst a s s i s t an t s  
comments: "With some money, a l o t  of film, some gasoline, f i v e  more as- 
s i s t an t s  and three  more years, we might manage a decent survey of six 
counties. Another 'George IJashington' bed w i l l  show up any day." 
For those of our subscribers who read only the Notes fo r  Queries: your 
a t tent ion i s  called t o  the  anrlouncement of t he  FOLKLORE l?'ORUM Prize 
Competition, p. 67. 
The Junior Mints people (formerly I,jelchls Junior Hints), a candy pro- 
duct division of the  National Biscuit  Company, have been carrying varia-  
t ions  on elephant jokes on t h e i r  packages fo r  some t i n e  now. For exam- 
ple, "elephant laugh" # 10: 'What pe t  is  the  hardest t o  lose?" "A 
s t icky elephant." O r  " t i ge r  t a les"  # 12: "Why do t i g e r s  eyes shine i n  
the  dark?" "So they can see t h e i r  dinner." 
The I.U. Folklore Library has jus t  drawn up plans f o r  the computeriza- 
t ion  of i t s  collection (which is  soon t o  be housed i n  a new location).  
The plan "is t o  s to re  necessary information about each book i n  the  col- 
l ec t ion  on magnetic tape by the  use of a computer, so  t h a t  1.) accur- 
a t e  catalogues by author, t i t l e ,  subject  and c a l l  number can be period- 
i c a l l y  printed out and 2.) bibliographies on any par t i cu la r  subject  can 
be p r~v ided  f o r  users with legit imate requests." If funds a r e  made a- 
vai lable  t o  carry through on t h i s  project ,  an already ex i s t ing  conput- 
e r  language ( a  "canned program"), Infol ,  developed by the  Control Data 
Corporation, would be used. 
The "Kennedy is  alive" legend seems t o  have peaked and waned. The Nation- 
a l  Enquirer of Play 18, 1969 (p. 32) carried t he  s to ry  of a vociferous 
-
denial by Truman Capote t h a t  he had anything t o  do with the  "hoaxu of 
claiming t h a t  J.F.K. is  alive.  A l e t t e r ,  several  hundred thousand cop- 
i e s  of which were apparently mailed around the  country, s t a t i n g  t h a t  
Kennedy was not k i l l ed  i n  Oallas had been a t t r ibu ted  t o  Capote. The a- 
gui r e r  s to ry  notes several  other mass media sources by whom the  s tory  
was disseminated, including the  Ililwaukee Tletro News and severa l  radio 
stat ions.  The s tory  apparently has in ternat ional  circulat ion.  C. Richard 
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